
by DAVE PFISTER

On the 21st anniversary of the 
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, 
the Westlake Historical Society 

will again meet at the gravesite of Chris-
tina Ryook in Evergreen Cemetery. 
Members of our society have met there 
annually since 2004.

Lysa Stanton, Westlake Historical 
Society president, first became aware 
of Ms. Ryook’s grave while walking her 
dog at Evergreen Cem-
etery. Christina was in 
the World Trade Center 
when it was attacked.

Because Christina’s 
family sometimes trav-
els to New York for com-
memorative observanc-
es, we always makes sure 
there is a local service 
on Sept. 11. When the 
Ryook family is in town, 
they and the Westlake 
Historical Society hold a 
joint service.

There is a bench in Evergreen 
Cemetery placed near Christina’s grave 
in her memory.

Everyone is welcome to attend 
this year’s commemorative service on 
Sunday, Sept. 11, at 8:30 a.m. Chris-
tina’s grave site is located at Evergreen 
Cemetery, 29535 Center Ridge Road, 
along the far west side. Those wishing to 
contact the Westlake Historical Society 
may do so by calling 216-848-0680 or 
216-961-6374. 

by MORGAN PASKERT

Lake Erie Nature 
& Science Center 
will host a grand 

opening for its new pro-
gram space, the Cahoon 
Room, on Thursday, 
Sept. 8, from 9 a.m. to 
2 p.m.

“We are excited to 
welcome more preschool 
age children for session 
classes beginning the 
week of Sept. 12,” says 
Preschool Coordinator 
Teece Lester. “In these 
classes, children and 
their families will meet 
an animal, create a 
simple craft, enjoy play-
time, and connect with 
nature through our live animal exhibits.”

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   /wbvobserver
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by KAREN MISCIAGNA

Bay Village Schools invites all 
Bay Village residents to attend 
a Coffee Chat with Superin-

tendent Scot Prebles. Come meet 
the new superintendent, ask him a 
question and find out more about 
the district’s new Be Proud To Be Bay 
campaign.

Community members are invited 
to attend these dates:

• Thursday, Sept. 15, 7-9 a.m. at 
Mojo’s, 600 Dover Center Road.
• Thursday, Oct. 13, 9-11 a.m. at The 
Knickerbocker Apartments, 27100 
Knickerbocker Road. (Please park on 
Knickerbocker and call 440-871-3234, 
#4 to put your name at the door.)
• Thursday, Oct. 20, 7-9 a.m. at Java 
Bay, 27225 Wolf Road.

If you have any questions, please 
call Bay Village City School District at 
440-617-7300. 
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Public invited to coffee chats 
with new Bay superintendent

 See CAHOON ROOM page 4

Anniversary of Sept. 11 
terrorist attacks remembered

Grand opening for Cahoon Room

Dawn Galang, Preschool Specialist, leads storytime in 
the new Cahoon Room at Lake Erie Nature & Science 
Center.

WESTLAKE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Memorial bench and plaque in memory of 
Christina Ryook and those who died on 9/11.

LAKE ERIE NATURE & SCIENCE CENTER

Hear about the life of Eliot 
Ness at Osborn Porch Talk
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A 1947 campaign sign on building at 36th 
Street and Cedar Avenue, Cleveland.

Bay Charter Review Commission 
approves 5 amendments for ballot
by TARA WENDELL

Bay Village voters will have five char-
ter amendments to consider on 
the Nov. 8 ballot, ranging from the 

correction of a typographical error to the 
restructuring of the process to fill vacant 
City Council seats.

The 2022 Charter Review Commis-
sion, which consists of nine Bay residents 

appointed by Mayor Paul Koomar and con-
firmed by City Council, began the decennial 
review of the city’s “constitution” in early 
February. After holding 14 public meetings, 
the Commission voted unanimously on five 
proposed amendments.

AMENDMENT 1: PREAMBLE
The Commission approved the inclusion 

of an aspirational statement in the preamble 

 See CHARTER REVIEW page 2
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Missy & Buddy 
need a home

Missy and Buddy are a new couple from 
a backyard breeder who have really be-
come attached to each other. We would 

love to keep them together to make 
their new lives that much easier. Missy 
is the blond cutie and is 2 years old. 

Buddy is the redhead and is 3 years old.  
    Missy loves attention, loves playing 
with the resident dogs in her foster 

home (especially wrestling), but has to 
be reminded every so often to slow it 
down. This playing thing is new to her, 
so we’re sure she’ll get the hang of it.  

    Buddy’s foster describes him as con-
fident and energetic, but calms down 
nicely.  He loves to play with toys and 
balls (he’s a Golden after all). House 

training is coming along nicely. Buddy 
does have a strong prey drive and will 
need some work on the leash. Like lots 

of Goldens, he’ll eat as much as you 
give him.  

Please fill out the online application at:
goldentreasuresrescue.org.

that members felt reflect the values of 
Bay Village – “representative democ-
racy, political leadership, citizen 
participation, sustainability, diver-
sity and inclusiveness.” They also 
updated the reference to the city’s 
name, changing it from its former 
name, “Village of Bay,” to the current 
“Bay Village.”

AMENDMENT 2: ARTICLE II, 
SECTION 2.4

One of the “hot button” issues 
the Commission explored was the 
process for filling vacant City Coun-
cil seats. A controversial, but entirely 
legitimate, appointment was made 
last year. The Commission has pro-
posed language that clarifies the 
process to provide better transpar-
ency and avoid a real or perceived 
conflict of interest in future appoint-
ments. If the amendment passes, sit-
ting Council members will be con-
sidered for the vacancy first. Should 
none of their members be selected, 
Council will choose from a pool of 
qualified applicants from the com-
munity.

AMENDMENT 3: ARTICLE VI, 
SECTION 6.3

Changes to Section 6.3 clarify 
which positions are in the city’s clas-
sified and unclassified service and 
extend the probationary period for 
promotional appointments from 4 
months to 12 months. Two positions, 
Mechanic and Clerk-Secretary, will 
switch from classified to unclassified 
when the current employees holding 
those jobs leave and new hires are 
made.

AMENDMENT 4: ARTICLE VI, 
SECTION 6.4

The Charter Review Commission 
discussed the concept of “home rule” 
as granted by the Ohio Constitution, 
and its importance in tailoring local 
laws and ordinances to the unique 
needs of Bay Village. The proposed 
charter language reinforces this stan-
dard as it relates to the Civil Service 
Commission.

AMENDMENT 5: ARTICLE VI, 
SECTION 6.5

This proposed amendment clari-
fies a small, but potentially significant, 
typographical error that the Commis-
sion identified in the charter language 
regarding the process of removing a 
Civil Service Commissioner. The 
change would require that removal is 
not effective without a 2/3 approval 
vote by City Council and a written 
notification to the Commissioner. 
The current language, which is at odds 
with other removal provisions in the 
charter, requires either of these condi-
tions, not both.

Bay Village voters will be asked to 
consider these proposed amendments 
as five separate ballot issues in the Nov. 
8 general election. Any amendment(s) 
receiving majority approval will 
become part of the city’s charter.

The Commission is currently 
working to finalize language explain-
ing the amendments and their 
rationale. Residents can expect sev-
eral mailings with more information; 
amendment FAQs and the Bay Village 
Charter text are also available on the 
city’s website, cityofbayvillage.com. 

CHARTER REVIEW from front page    

The Observer takes pride in the community ... 

and the community takes pride in the Observer.
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News of the community, 
by the community, 
for the community.
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Bay Village invites kids to Bay Village invites kids to 
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NOON TO 3 PMNOON TO 3 PM
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Turn on Police Car Emergency Lights 
Climb in Fire Trucks

 Sit in Bay Village Service Trucks
MetroHealth’s helicopter will land at 1 o’clock 

Meet our police officers, firefighters/paramedics 
and service department employees
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Learn 
    Chinese 
Westlake Chinese School is offering 
an Introductory Chinese Language Class.   

     Equipped with more than 30 years of experience 
and Chinese Community support, we are excited to 
announce our Introductory Chinese Language Class for 
adults (15 and older). Instructor Ms. Shuangshuang Liu 
is a certified Chinese Teacher at Avon High School and 
Lorain Community College. 
     Class will be in session every Saturday from 11 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. at Lee Burneson Middle School. 
     Each session costs $10, minimum commitment of 20 
sessions required for registration. First two sessions are 
complementary. 
First session: Saturday, Sept. 10, 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
at Lee Burneson Middle School, 2260 Dover Center Rd.
     Please direct inquiries to Westlakechinese@gmail.com 
or text/call 216.314.3775 (Liang Chen) if interested. 
   
  Visit westlakechineseschool.org for more  
  Westlake Chinese School information.

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBVObserver ©2022

Westlake Eagle Scout creates 
Memorial Tree of Life

Eagle Scout and former Westlake 
Youth Advisory Board member Paul 
Palmer worked with the Commu-

nity Services Department to create a new 
way for patrons to memorialize lost loved 
ones. Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough 
thanked Paul for a job well done during a 
short dedication ceremony at the Westlake 
Community Services Center on Aug. 16.  

Paul connected with the Community 
Services Department when he joined the 
newly formed Westlake Youth Advisory 
Board in August 2020.

In October 2021, Paul approached the 
Community Services team with the desire 
to do an Eagle Scout Project that would 
benefit the department … and especially 
the department’s mission.

After meeting with Donna Feorene, 

Cindi Lindgren and Lydia Gadd, the 
Memorial Tree Project was identified.

With some guidance from Commu-
nity Services staff and Ben Wright from the 
Service department, Paul completed this 
project, which benefits the Community 
Services Department mission:

Patrons have an opportunity to 
memorialize their loved one’s name on the 
tree which is especially nice for people who 
are rooted and connected to the Center

Memorial leaf donations are uti-
lized to benefit the Center's Plus Fifty 
programming

The tree itself adds beauty, color and 
character to the facility.

Paul graduated from high school this 
year and is heading to further his studies 
at Harvard. 

Paul Palmer with Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough.

by LYSA STANTON

What does Dr. George Lathrop 
have to do with the upcoming 
yard sale put on by The West-

lake Historical Society?
Dr. George Lathrop was born in 

1866 and passed away in 1929. Dr. Lath-
rop served the local residents of Dover 
as a physician for many years, and lived 
and worked from his home and office 
located just east of Dover Center and 
Center Ridge roads. Although the doctor 
has been gone for many years, his photo 
lives on.

The society is charged with preserv-
ing and sharing Westlake's rich history. 
This includes the acquisition of new arti-
facts, as well as the upkeep of existing 
precious items.

Dr. Lathrop’s photo, which has been 
in the collection for some time, is in need 
of archival restoration and reframing 
once again. The monies collected help 
our organization to ensure that his photo 
and other historical items continue to get 
the special care they will need.

The Fall Yard Sale, sponsored by the 
Westlake Historical Society, will be held 
on Sunday, Sept. 18. The sale will take 
place on the lawn of the Clague House 
Museum, 1371 Clague Road, between 
the hours of 9 a.m. and 4 p.m. This pop-
ular event features classy cast-offs, no 
longer needed knick knacks, and will be 
sure to offer a variety of items for any 
buyer. Hot coffee, cider, and donuts will 
also be available.

Donations are still being accept-
ed and Receipts of Donation (for tax 
purposes) are available upon request. 
The last day for donations is Thursday, 
Sept. 15. Anyone with donations should 
contact Lysa or Dave at the Westlake 
Historical Society at 216-848-0680 or by 
email at westlakehistory@yahoo.com. 
You may also contact us for pick up of 
your items

Do you have items to sell and need 
a space at our sale? We currently have 
spaces available. Please call us at 216-
848-0680 for more information.

Volunteers are still needed to help 
sort items and with set up prior to the 
sale, as well as assist on the day of the 
sale. Anyone wishing to volunteer should 
contact us at the phone number or email 
address above. 

Sept. 18 fall yard sale 
supports Westlake history

Dr. George Lathrop
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Donations from visitors 
and businesses in the com-
munity totaling more than 
$50,000 made possible the 
renovation of a former retail 
space into an engaging and 
lively learning environment 
for children. The Cahoon 
Room will host classes for 
preschool children and was 
remodeled with this special 
audience in mind. Filled with 
natural light, the room offers 
plenty of space for social 
interaction and nature-
based play, including a chil-
dren’s restroom and an extra 
sink anticipating many fun 
hands-on activities.

“The community’s gen-

erosity is helping the Center 
reach even more children 
and families with the Cahoon 
Room renovation project, 
which was entirely funded 
by donations,” says Executive 
Director Catherine Timko. 
“We are truly grateful for the 
many families and visitors 
for their support of our mis-
sion to connect people to the 
natural world. We welcome 
everyone to visit the Center, 
which is open 7 days each 
week, and especially for our 
grand opening on Sept. 8.”

The Cahoon Room is 
located in the space former-
ly occupied by Wild Birds 
Unlimited 

CAHOON ROOM           
from front page    

The new Cahoon Room at Lake Erie Nature & Science Center.

Home improvement firm waltzes into 
Westlake after renovating showroom

Window and Bath Depot have 
found a new home on Sperry 
Drive in Westlake and the 

beautiful renovation they have complet-
ed to the old Starz Ballroom is really start-
ing to get some attention. The building's 
new look has made it abundantly clear 
that the team at Window and Bath Depot 
have an eye for design and the ability to 
perform an incredible transformation.

 The previously outdated dance 
studio had fallen into a sad state of 
disrepair, as the prior owner had other 
business interests that would require 
significant capital. As a result, the build-
ing was sold in the fall of 2021 to home 

improvement entrepreneur Tony Hoty.
It didn't take long for Hoty to submit 

his plans to the City of Westlake for a 
major overhaul of the tired looking struc-
ture. Since that time, the majority of the 
improvements have been completed 
and Window Depot and Bath Depot are 
looking forward to their grand opening 
event to celebrate their entrance into the 
Westlake business community.

 The company staff is humbled to 
join the ranks of such well recognized 
local home service brands like Brad 
Smith Roofing, Design Surfaces and Bay 
Heating & Air. In fact, they are so excited 
that they decided to transform their 

grand opening into a home improvement 
show that will allow these neighboring 
businesses and few other established 
local home pros to come together for 
an event that is certain to be fun for the 
whole family.

In addition to product samples and 
exhibits, there will be home furnishings, 
as well as plants and landscape displays. 
Furthermore, there will be popular 

food trucks, talented artists and several 
other attractions designed to make the 
Spectacular Sperry Home Improvement 
Show an event to remember. The staff at 
Window Depot and Bath Depot urge you 
to come celebrate the completion of their 
new showroom and support other local 
businesses at this fun event on Saturday, 
Sept. 24, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. at 24510 Sperry 
Drive. 

Window and Bath Depot will celebrate their grand opening in the old Starz 
Ballroom building on Saturday, Sept. 24.

by JENNIE SEBRASKY

On Sunday, Sept. 11, Bay United 
Methodist Church will celebrate 
Rally Day, the day Sunday Small 

Groups, Chancel Choir, Bible studies, and 
other groups return from their summer 
hiatus. This year, Rally Day will be wel-
comed by Bay UMC’s new pastor, Rev. Lisa 
Kropinak.

Rev. Lisa was named Bay UMC’s 
senior pastor on July 1. She and her 
family moved to Bay from New Concord, 
Ohio. Raised in a small country church in 
Mercer County, Pennsylvania, where her 
mother was the organist, Rev. Lisa went 
to Allegheny College to pursue a biology 

degree. Her aspirations were to become 
a family doctor; however a calling to par-
ticipate in a two-year program in youth 
ministry evolved into 30 years of serving 
the church.

She completed her first master’s 
degree in Elkhart, Indiana, while working 
as a local church’s youth minister, and then 
took a job at Brecksville United Methodist 
working with the youth, completing her 
Master of Divinity at Ashland Theological 
Seminary. It was there that she realized 
that she wanted to be an ordained United 
Methodist minister. Currently, Rev. Lisa 
is working on a Doctor of Ministry degree 
in Transformational Leadership at the 
Methodist Theological School of Ohio, and 

serves as registrar for those seeking ordi-
nation in the United Methodist Church in 
the East Ohio Conference.

Rev. Lisa has been married to Tony, a 
chemist, for 12 years, and their daughter, 
Adalyn, is a sixth-grader at Bay Middle 
School. The family loves the Cleveland 
area – Tony is from Cleveland – and they 
look forward to re-acquainting themselves 
with the Zoo, Lake Erie, and Cleveland 
sports teams.

An essential part of her ministry is 
partnering with the community. Rev. Lisa 
says, “I’m excited to get to know Bay Vil-
lage, and I hope to create a joyful, welcom-
ing worship experience for those in the 
area – whether you’re a long-time member 
of the church or a first-time visitor.”

Join us at Bay United Methodist 
Church on Rally Day, Sept. 11. Worship 
service begins at 10 a.m. with games and 
fellowship taking place on the front lawn 
afterwards. A picnic lunch of fried chicken 

and all the fixings will be served. Meet Rev. 
Lisa Kropinak and her family as we cel-
ebrate Rally Day. Everyone is welcome. For 
more information about Bay United Meth-
odist Church visit www.bayumc.org. 

New pastor kicks off                     
Bay United Methodist Rally Day

PLEASE PROOFREAD. WBV Observer is not liable for errors after client approval ©2022WBVO

Pre-school to teens, classes are
during the 11:00 a.m. service,
For more info, contact Joy F. Smith,
yfmdirector@unityspiritualcenter.com
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Bay Village Resident

Jim’s Handyman Services
Over 30 years of Experience

Jim Clair/Owner
216-287-4761

mrjimclair@gmail.com
Licensed and Insured – Free Estimates

dba for Skysun, LLC  www.skysunsolar.com

Rev. Lisa Kropinak, husband Tony, 
and daughter Adalyn.
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by JENNIFER HARTZELL

Recently, I learned that peat moss 
(which many people use in their 
gardens) is not very environmen-

tally friendly. If you are unaware of what 
peat moss does, it helps lighten soil and 
aids in water retention and drainage.

Why is peat moss not sustainable? 
Well, the methods used to grow and 
harvest peat moss are unsound environ-
mentally. Peat moss is grown in marshy 
bogs and wetlands in the northern 
hemisphere, and you may be surprised 
to learn that 2% of land on earth is com-
prised of peat moss.

What is even more impressive, is 
that despite only covering 2% of land 
worldwide, it stores nearly one-third of 
the world’s soil carbon! As you maybe 
can guess, that is part of the issue.

When the peat moss is untouched, 
so is the carbon. However, after it is 
harvested, the harmful carbon dioxide 
is released back into the environment, 
which is harmful for the environment. 
Furthermore, peat moss is being har-
vested quicker than it is able to grow, 
rendering it non-renewable.

Lastly, peat bogs are home to a 
unique ecosystem, supporting many 

insects, birds and plants. Peat bogs are 
fragile and important to rainforests; con-
tinuing to harvest peat moss is a cause for 
concern, environmentally speaking. It is 
a good idea to choose peat moss alterna-
tives in the future for your gardens. 

So, you’re asking yourself: what are 
good, environmentally sound alterna-
tives to peat moss? The first alternative 
is coconut coir also known as coconut 
peat. It has excellent water-retention 
and helps with draining and aeration. 
It also has anti-fungal properties. The 
environmental downside to coconut 
peat is that it must be processed and 
shipped, however it is using a resource 
that is left over from coconuts which are 
already being harvested for consump-
tion, making it a renewable resource 
and using a part of the coconut that 
would otherwise go unused.

Wood-based materials can also 
be used in place of peat moss, such 
as wood fiber, sawdust, or composted 
bark. They add organic matter to gar-
dens and improve water retention. If 
you choose to use one of these mate-
rials, please ensure it is coming from 
untreated wood (and locally sourced if 
available!).

Residents can purchase shred-

ded wood from the compost site that 
is shared by Westlake and Bay Village. 
Learn more at www.cityofwestlake.
org/479/Compost-Site or www.cityof-
bayvillage.com/346/Leaf-Humus-
Wood-Chips. These wood chips are 
sourced from the branches, logs, and 
trees picked up from residents or public 
spaces in the city, making it a very eco-
friendly choice.

Compost is also a great alternative to 
peat moss. It is full of beneficial microbes 
and nutrients, which is why it is often 
referred to as “black gold.” It improves 
soil structure and increases water retain-
ment. If you already compost at home, 
you are likely using it in your garden 
beds. If you don’t compost, please con-
sider it! It is actually quite simple. I have 
written about starting a home compost 
in my column a few times.

If you have pine trees, you can use 
those in place of peat moss as well. This 
is a very eco-friendly, renewable alterna-
tive for you. The downside is that pine 
needles do not help in water retention for 
your soil. Simply spread the pine needs 
over your beds and mix into the soil a bit.

Last, but certainly not least, leaf 
mold is a renewable, cost-effective 
material to add to your garden instead 
of peat moss. Leaf mold is literally cre-
ated by piling up leaves and letting them 
decompose and compost. Leaf mold 
can increase water retention in soil and 
acts as a natural soil conditioner. This 
is the most simple – and free! – thing 
you can do: simply pile up your leaves 
this fall and wait for them to decompose 
(while frequently turning it). It should 
be ready for your spring planting! 

Finding environmentally 
sound alternatives to       
peat moss for gardening

September 24th 11am to 6pm

THE
SPECTACULAR SPERRY

Home Improvement
SHOW

THE

Home Improvement
SPECTACULAR SPERRY

SHOW

24510 SPERRY DRIVE, WESTLAKE, OH 44145

Come relax & enjoy a no pressure event, where you can engage with your trusted local home pros!
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THE GREEN REPORT

BY CYNTHIA EAKIN

Rediscover “Mid-19th Century Cui-
sine,” as part of the Thursday, Sept. 
15, Bay Village Historical Society 

potluck program.
Guest speaker Angie George, a 

member of the North Coast Narrative, a 
group dedicated to bringing Ohio history 
to life, will talk about food before super-
markets. Where did food come from? How 
was it prepared? What did kitchens look 
like 150 years ago before electricity? How 
does food preparation resemble and differ 
from today?

These topics will be discussed 
during the hour-long presentation. Enjoy 
samples and take home recipes of period 
food items to try yourself. The event, held 
at the Bay Lodge on Bradley Road in Bay 
Village, begins with a social at 6 p.m., 
followed by dinner at 6:30 p.m. and pro-
gram at 7 p.m.

The main dish will be provided by 
the historical society. Attendees with last 
names beginning with A through L should 
bring an appetizer or dessert for 10 to 
share. Those with last names beginning 
with M through Z should bring a side dish. 
All attendees should bring their own place 
setting and beverage. There will be a $10 
charge at the door for non-members of 
the historical society. RSVP to htramba@
sbcglobal.net or call 440-537-1581. 

Potluck program 
rediscovers mid-19th 
century cuisine

BAY VILLAGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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Following is Westlake Porter Public 
Library’s upcoming calendar of events. All 
programs are subject to change. Please check 
westlakelibrary.org or follow the library on 
Facebook and Twitter (@WestlakePorter) 
for the latest updates.

by ELAINE WILLIS

Thursday, Sept. 8 (2-3 p.m.) Virtual 
Author Talk: Dr. Michele Borba – 
Join us online for a conversation with the 
bestselling author as she discusses her 
book “Thrivers: Surprising Reasons Why 
Some Kids Struggle and Others Thrive.” 
Streamed live. Please register.

Thursdays, Sept. 8 and 22 (3:30-4:30 
p.m.) Roblox Arcade – We have some 
private servers set up for Tweens in grades 
4-6 to hang out with their friends and 
enjoy some of the most popular games 
via Zoom. Join us in person on online. 
Please register.

Thursday, Sept. 8 (7-8 p.m.) Thurs-
day Night Book Discussion – "I’d Give 
Anything" by Marisa de los Santos. Partici-
pants will need to obtain their own copies 
of the title. Please register.

Thursday, Sept. 8 (7-8:30 p.m.) 
Local Author Visit with John Keyse-
Walker – Join local writer John Keyse-
Walker to discuss the inspiration behind 
his Teddy Creque Mystery Series and his 
newest novel, “Havana Highwire.” Book 
signing will follow. Please register.

Friday, Sept. 9 (4-5 p.m.) Teddy Bear 
Picnic – You and your favorite stuffed 
animal are invited to a Teddy Bear Picnic! 
Join us for stories, songs, a craft, and a 
snack. Bring a blanket, we'll bring the fun! 
In case of inclement weather, the event 
will be indoors. Ages 3-8. Please register.

Saturdays, Sept. 10 and 24 (10:30-11 
a.m.) and Wednesdays, Sept. 14, 21 and 
28 (7-7:30 p.m.) Family Storytime – Join 
us for rhymes, songs and play! For fami-
lies with children ages 2-6. Siblings are 
welcome. Registration begins one week 
before each session.

Saturday, Sept. 10 (2-2:30 p.m.) Teen 
Craft: Handmade Jewelry (Post Ear-
rings) – During this craft session teens in 
grades 7-12 will learn how to make their 
own post earrings. Drop-ins are welcome 

but space is limited.
Sunday, Sept. 11 (1-5 p.m.) 9/11 

Remembrance – Visit Christina’s 
Corner in the Youth Services Department 
and add a leaf to our remembrance tree in 
memory of Christina Ryook.

Sunday, Sept. 11 (2-4 p.m.) Hand 
Sewing for Literacy – Learn basic 
sewing skills and create a sewn project 
while listening to a story with sewing as 
its central theme. Hand sewing helps kids 
develop fine motor skills, hand-eye coor-
dination, self-confidence, patience and 
focus – skills used in reading and writing. 
Caregivers are encouraged to stay for the 
program to learn the sewing techniques 
and assist their child(ren). Younger sib-
lings are welcome and a simple stitching 
project will be available for them. Grades 
3-5. Please register.

Mondays, Sept. 12 and 26 (3:30-5:30 
p.m.) Teen Lounge – Need a place to 
hang after school? Video games, board 
games, snacks and more!

Monday, Sept. 12 (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
Indoor Movie Night – Enjoy a feature-
length newly released DVD or favorite 
family classic! Call the library at 440-
871-2600 for more information. All ages. 
Please register.

Monday, Sept. 12 (7-8:30 p.m.) 
Maker Monday: Beginning Coding 
for Adults – Want to learn how to code? 
Find resources on how to start at this pro-
gram. Please register.

Tuesdays, Sept. 13 and 27 (4:30-
6 p.m.) Bow Wow Books – Stop by 
Youth Services to sign up for a 10-minute 
reading time with a therapy dog. Sign up 
begins at 4 p.m.

Tuesday, Sept. 13 (7-8:30 p.m.) Tues-
day Evening Book Club (In Person 
AND Virtual) – Join us to discuss "The 
Vanishing Half" by Brit Bennett. The dis-
cussion will be held in person and on 
Zoom simultaneously. Please register. If 
you register for the Zoom option you will 
receive a Zoom invitation and instructions 
by email.

Tuesday, Sept. 13 (7-8:30 p.m.) 
Medical Advances During the Civil 
War – Join Suzanne Rusnak as she leads 
us through a discussion of medical and 
surgical advances made during the U.S. 

Civil War. Please register.
Wednesday, Sept. 14 (4-5 p.m.) 

Family Game Time – There’s a world 
of games to explore! Enjoy a game at the 
library. You can bring your own or use 
one of ours! Families can gather and have 
fun in an understanding and empathetic 
environment. This program is inclusive 
and is for those with disabilities and typi-
cal peers. Ages 3-12. Please register.

Wednesday, Sept. 14 (6-8:30 p.m.) 
First Aid & Stop the Bleed – Join us 
for a program which combines the classes 
First Aid and Stop the Bleed. Class led 
by certified instructors from University 
Hospitals St. John Medical Center. Please 
register. If you have questions, contact the 
instructors at uh4cpr@gmail.com.

Thursday, Sept. 15 (10-11:30 a.m.) 
Computer Basics & Introduction 
to Northstar – Learn how to turn on 
a computer, use a mouse, go online, 
and access Northstar Digital Literacy for 
self-paced online learning. Registration 
begins Sept. 8.

Thursday, Sept. 15 (3-4:15 p.m.) 
Introduction to Proposal Writing – 
Are you new to proposal writing or want 
a quick refresher? If so, you don’t want to 
miss one of our most popular classes! This 
class will provide you with an overview of 
how to write a standard project proposal 
to a foundation. Please register.

Thursday, Sept. 15 (6:30-7 p.m.) So 
Many Ways to Read Storytime – Have 
fun learning stories, rhymes, and move-
ments in many languages and formats. 
Ages 3-7. Registration begins Sept. 8.

Friday, Sept. 16 (4-4:45 p.m.) Fun 
Science Friday: Our Sun and Sea-
sons – Join Mrs. K as we learn about our 
closest star, the sun. Discoveries will be 
made through hands-on experiments, 
active participation and a simple take-
home project. Ages 4-6, up to Kindergar-
ten. Registration begins Sept. 9. 

Saturday, Sept. 17 (1–4 p.m.) Com-
munity Welcome Fair – Welcoming 
Week culminates in this Fair, bringing 
together neighbors of all backgrounds 
and building strong connections and com-
munity. A variety of local culture groups 
and businesses will be here to share their 
stories, traditions and food. The Fair will 
feature a performance by the Adrija Dance 
Academy at 1 p.m. and an opportunity to 
visit and learn about different organiza-
tions including the North Coast Pandas, 
Rimis Indian Bakers n’ Grocers, Westlake 

Chinese School, West Cleveland Muslim 
Association and more from around the 
Cleveland Area from 2-4 p.m.

Sunday, Sept. 18 (2-3 p.m.) Art 
Smarts – Explore works of a well-known 
artist and then use what you’ve seen to 
create an art piece of your own! Grades 
3-6. Registration begins Sept. 11.

Monday, Sept. 19 to Monday, Sept. 26 
B is for Bear Craft Pick Up – Celebrate 
all kinds of bears with some fun crafts! 
Registration begins Sept. 12.

Monday, Sept. 19 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) 
Tween Craft Pick-Up – A take home 
craft kit for grades 4-6. Registration begins 
Sept. 12.

Monday, Sept. 19 (10-10:30 a.m.) 
Music Monday – Develop pre-reading 
skills with music, movement and rhythm 
through stories, songs and rhymes. Ages 
2-6. Registration begins Sept. 12.

Monday, Sept. 19 (1-2:30 p.m.) True 
Crime Book Club – This month’s title is 
"Scoundrel: How a Convicted Murderer 
Persuaded the Women Who Loved Him, 
the Conservative Establishment, and the 
Courts to Set Him Free" by Sarah Wein-
man. This club is a great way to discover 
some new titles and some classics of True 
Crime. Please register.

Monday, Sept. 19 (1-2:30 p.m.) 
Amazing Adults – Enjoy some crafts, 
songs, simple fitness and fun! For adults 
with disabilities. Registration begins 
Sept. 12.

Monday, Sept. 19 (1-7 p.m.) Ameri-
can Red Cross Bloodmobile

Tuesday, Sept. 20 (10-11:30 a.m.) 
Microsoft Excel & Introduction to 
Northstar – Learn the basics of Micro-
soft Excel, and how to access Northstar 
Digital Literacy for self-paced online 
learning. Registration begins Sept. 13.

Tuesday, Sept. 20 (2-3 p.m.) Virtual 
Author Talk: Simon Winchester – Join 
us online for a conversation with this pro-
lific British-American writer, journalist, 
and consummate adventurer. Winchester 
is the author of "The Professor and the 
Madman." Streamed live. Please register.

Tuesday, Sept. 20 (7-8 p.m.) Young 
Adult Book Club (In Person and Vir-
tual) – Join us for a discussion of "Every 
Day" by David Levithan. Copies will be 
available at the Youth Services desk. This 
program will be in person and on Zoom 
simultaneously. Please register.

To register for any of the programs, 
please visit westlakelibrary.org/events. 

Westlake Porter Public Library’s                       
September calendar of events

 Got Questions 
 About Life? 
 Alpha is a series of interactive 
 sessions that freely explore the 
 basics of Christian faith. Each 
 session includes a meal, a movie 
 and meaningful conversation. 
 
  
  
  

525 Dover Center Rd. • Bay Village • 440-871-1100 
St. Raphael Catholic Church 

Open to the Public - Free 
Tuesdays from Sept 13th 
                   thru Nov 22nd 
6:30 pm – 8:30 pm 

Pre-register at: saintraphaelparish.com 
or email:alpha@saintraphaelparish.com 
(Registration helpful but not required) 
 

27100 Knickerbocker Road, Bay Village   |   (440 ) 871-3234   |    KnickerbockerApartments.us

❧ 62 & Older
❧  Pet Friendly
❧  E�ciencies & 1 Bedrooms
❧ Senior Transportation Available
❧  Independent Living
❧  Resident Activities
❧ A�ordable Shopping Nearby
❧  On-Site Eliza Jennings Health Clinic

24 Hour Emergency Service     Live-In Manager

Thanks to all our advertisers.   You keep us humming along!
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by TAK SATO

As many of my readers 
know – of course I'm 
being presumptive that 

I have "many readers" LOL – I 
love using analogies when 
explaining anything technol-
ogy. For example, I've often 
used the analogy "streaming is 
just like broadcasting" where 
one streams content onto their 
Smart TV, smartphone, tablet, 
or computer connected to the 
internet wirelessly or by wire; 
one receives broadcasts of TV 

programming onto their Smart 
or Dumb TV through the cable 
TV box, satellite dish, or thin air.

Most of the analogies I use, if 
not all, I come up with by think-
ing, "How would I explain 'xyz' to 
my aging parents?" But "stream-
ing is just like broadcasting," 
which by the way is beautifully 
succinct, is borrowed from my 
oldest alumni of our nonprofit's 
"Discover Digital Literacy!" pro-
gram who offered his take on 
what streaming was; the alumni 
is also a Westlake resident.

It's humbling to help seniors 

who seek out our programs. I 
share what I've learned about 
thriving in the digital world but 
I learn from my students too! 
Many things I learn from my stu-
dents can simply be chalked up 
to the grace and wisdom they've 
nurtured from having lived life 
a tad longer than I; the average 
age of our 100+ alumni is 73 for 
females and 75 for males. 

If you ask my wife, she'll tell 
you that I take things too seri-
ously. Case in point: In the first 
pilot program back in 2016, I was 
rambling on about how to do 
something in Gmail. After what 
must have felt like an ill-scripted 
monologue of a late night show, 
I started apologizing to the 
class. Without missing a beat, 

a senior sitting in the front row 
said "Tak, we don't remember 
what you said three minutes ago 
so don't worry about it!" and the 
whole class erupted in laughter 
while most nodding in unison. 
Laughter, it turns out, was one of 
the medicines needed to bring 
down the intimidation barrier 
of technology.

My students also help con-
firm life's mysteries. Like the 
frequently shared phenomenon 
of family members unable to 
teach technology to other family 
members. Here, again, my wife 
will be quick to chime in that 
I don't have the patience and 
empathy I have for the students 
when I try to help her. Many 
share similar sentiments. This 

phenomenon was actually the 
catalyst of starting a new com-
munity outreach program for 
seniors in 2022 so seniors who 
have questions on technology 
can ask yours truly when they 
have no one else to ask.

This fall, our nonprofit 
Center for Aging in the Digital 
World will start celebrating our 
7th year of empowering seniors 
with digital literacy. First year or 
seventh year, one thing hasn't 
changed and that is our "unwrit-
ten" mission to provide a safe 
space and tools/skills so no 
senior is left lonely or isolated. 
Seniors have lived, served, and 
shared their wisdom. It is our 
time to empower them with what 
we know.    

Senior Wisdom
THE DIGITAL WORLD

620 Dover Center Rd.
Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop
ALL HAIRCUTS $20

Stop in anytime,
or call for an appointment

440-871-0899

September is

NATIONAL LIBRARY 

CARD SIGN-UP MONTH

westlakelibrary.org

Feel the Power.
Musical thriller, 'Flames,' opens Sept. 16
by KIMBERLY MITSCHKE

Clague Playhouse presents 
the musical suspense thriller 
"Flames" by Stephen Dolginoff 

to open their 95th season.
One year ago, Edmond died in a hor-

rible fire. He took with him the dreams 
of his fiancée, Meredith, the trust of his 
best friend, Eric, and the answers to the 
burning questions that still linger about 
his death and the terrible crime he com-
mitted. But on a stormy night at the cem-
etery where he rests, the secrets from his 
past will finally refuse to stay buried; and 
those he left behind will finally refuse to 
stay silent.

The play is directed by Brian West-
erley with music directed by D. Keith 
Stiver and featured in our cast are Katie 
Hintze as Meredith, Jacob Lang as Eric, 
and Corey Thur as Edmond.

The play runs Friday, Sept. 16, 
through Sunday, Oct. 9, on Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m., Sunday at 
2 p.m. and includes adult language and 

situations. Admission is $21 for adults, 
$20 for seniors (60+), and $13 for stu-
dents (any age with a valid ID) and may 
be purchased by calling the Box Office 
at 440-331-0403 Wednesday through 
Saturday from 1-6 p.m. or visiting www.
clagueplayhouse.org. Clague Playhouse 
is located at 1371 Clague Road in West-
lake.

Limited free Student Tickets (high 
school and college) are available by call-
ing the Box Office at 440-331-0403 to 
reserve for any Thursday performance, 
and showing a Student ID at the time 
of ticket pickup. No online reservations 
can be taken for these free tickets. Free 
Student Tickets are subject to availability 
and must be picked up by 7:45 p.m. the 
night of the performance or the tickets 
will be released.

Our productions are subject to 
change due to COVID-19 restrictions. The 
theater will open a half hour before the 
performance for seating access. Masks 
will be made available to those who need 
one. 

by LOUISE SEEHOLZER

The Westlake-Westshore Arts Council invites 
one and all to enjoy "Sunday in the Park" on 
Thursday, Sept. 15, at 7 p.m., at Westlake Porter 

Library. Christopher Ellicott and Karen Ellicott blend 
their voices and their instruments, guitar and clarinet, 
giving life to the ageless music of dance and folk songs.

The Ellicotts, who have performed for over 20 
years, are "Sunday in the Park." The name was chosen 

by these graduates of Baldwin Wallace University Con-
servatory when they married. The name choice was 
prompted by their first public concerts, usually held 
on Sunday, and sponsored by Cleveland Metroparks.

On Sept. 15, Sunday in the Park will present “Har-
vest Home” a celebration of the harvest season in the 
tradition of the pipers, fiddlers, pilgrims, and pioneers 
that will come alive with the telling of some stories 
behind the songs. Endeared for generations and woven 
into the fiber of the country by its earliest settlers, the 
songs, and the stories have been handed down and 
continue to entertain and enlighten. These talented 
performers encourage their audience to sing along on 
familiar tunes. 

Christopher teaches guitar at Baldwin Wallace and 
The Beck Center for the Arts in Lakewood. Karen served 
as a song leader and music director in churches through-
out Greater Cleveland for several years. The WWAC is 
pleased to resume its sponsorship of quality programing 
following the two-year COVID shut down. 

‘Sunday in the Park’ 
set to perform on 
Thursday, Sept. 15.

WESTLAKE-WESTSHORE ARTS COUNCIL

Christopher and Karen Ellicott, "Sunday in the 
Park," will perform Thursday, Sept. 15.

You can download complete 
PDF versions of Observer issues 

on our website at:  
wbvobserver.com/                        
download-issues
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Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services
• Meals, walks, medication
• Plus personal play time / special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Sunshine

PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE

THAT MUCH CLOSER
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type

to stress the importance of a slow

and steady approach. However, in

this case, the ability to

speed-read may prove

modestly beneficial to

you. Because the sooner

you finish, the sooner

you’ll be reminded of

the significant value

in starting to plan for

retirement early. You

see, with each tick of the second

hand, your retirement edges

closer. Which is why we’ve always

believed there’s no such thing as

planning too early. Thanks to the

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful

process we’ve employed

from day one, Raymond

James advisors have

helped countless clients

reach the finish line

with the necessary

resources to accomplish

all the next things they

wanted to do. It’s time

to find out what a Raymond

James financial advisor can do

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting 
gratuitous, the rooster’s 

commitment to starting early 
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE

THAT MUCH CLOSER
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and 
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636 

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock 

Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and LIFE WELL PLANNED® 
are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 

16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390 // Westlake, OH 44145

O 440.801.1629 // C 216.513.0933 // F 440.801.1636
www.bentleywealthmanagement.com
michael.bentley@raymondjames.com

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments

I’d like to help support the Observer!

First Name     Last Name

 Check this box if you do not want your name included in a list of donors.

Donation Amount: 

 $5         $10         $25         $50         Other: $

Please make checks payable to WBV Observer and
MAIL TO: 451 Queenswood Drive, Bay Village, OH 44140

The Observer is an independent, community owned publication. Please note that charitable contributions are 
gratefully accepted but not tax-deductible. For questions about donating or more information on how to get 

involved, contact publishers Denny Wendell or Tara Wendell at 440-409-0114, staff@wbvobserver.com.

Thank you to the donors who contributed to this issue:
Joan Kemper, Mary Lou Stricklin
Linda & Rick Strong, Anonymous

Since 2009 the Observer has strived to fulfill our founding 
mission – to strengthen our community by informing and 

engaging Westlake and Bay Village residents. 
If you are able to help us continue to provide a free 

medium where the community can share news, share 
stories and share laughs, please send a cash or check 

donation along with the form. 
Donations may also be made by credit card at                

wbvobserver.com.

To provide a sustaining financial gift, recurring 
monthly donations in any amount may be arranged at 

wbvobserver.com.

We need your help

Saturday, Sept. 10, noon-3 p.m.
BAY VILLAGE TOUCH-A-TRUCK EVENT
Join us for a day of fun, food, 
refreshments, and hands-on excitement. 
Meet our Firefighters, Police Officers, 
and Service Employees as the kids tour 
and touch the vehicles, and don't miss 
the UH Medical Helicopter as they land 
at 1:00 p.m. to join the event.
Bay Village Fire and Police Station 
Parking Lots, 28000 Wolf Rd.

Sunday, Sept. 11, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
FROSTVILLE MUSEUM ANTIQUE, 
VINTAGE AND CRAFT SHOW
Many vendors, all buildings open for 
tours, refreshments served, $1 donation 
at the gate, plenty of free parking, still 
accepting application for vendors. Note: 
The Cedar Point Bridge is still closed, so 
take Columbia Road to Cedar Point Road.
Frostville Museum, 
24101 Cedar Point Rd., North Olmsted

Sunday, Sept. 11, 2:30 p.m.
BAY VILLAGE COMMUNITY BAND 
CONCERT
Our final summer series performance 
will feature selections you’d hear under 
the “Friday Night Lights”! Fight songs, 
marches, and popular tunes with a 
marching band feel will have you 
tapping your feet in no time!
Cahoon Park Gazebo, Bay Village

Monday, Sept. 12-Friday, Sept. 16, 8 a.m.-
6 p.m.; Saturday, Sept. 17, 7:30 a.m.-noon
WESTLAKE HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS 
WASTE ROUNDUP
Drop off your old chemicals, pesticides 
and other hazardous items at the 
Service Center, 741 Bassett Road. Go 
to www.cityofwestlake. org/Computer-
Household-Hazardous-Waste for a 
complete listing of items accepted during 
the round-up. Westlake residents only.
Westlake Service Center, 
741 Bassett Rd.

Wednesday, Sept. 14, 10:30 a.m.
HERB GUILD MEETING
The business part of the meeting will 
start at 10:30 a.m., with the presentation 
following at 12:30 p.m. Sue Olsen, a 
certified instructor in Zentangle, will 
introduce us to this relaxing art form. 
Guests are welcome but must register 
by calling 440-353-9764.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 
27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Friday, Sept. 16, 8 a.m.-6 p.m.; Saturday, 
Sept. 17, 7:30 a.m.-noon
WESTLAKE SCRAP TIRE ROUND-UP
Residents can drop off tires only, no 
rims. Car or light truck tires (20” or less). 
4 tires max. 
Westlake Service Center, 
741 Bassett Rd.

Saturday, Sept. 17, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
WESTLAKE SAFETY & WELLNESS DAY
The Recreation Department is 
partnering with UH St. John Medical 
Center to present a free Safety and 
Wellness Day. There will be walk-up 
health screenings, educational activities, 
demonstrations and vendors. For the 
kids, there will be Touch-a-Truck and a 
bounce house. 
Westlake Rec Center, 
28955 Hilliard Blvd.

Wednesday, Sept. 21, 6:30 p.m.
COLLEGE CLUB WEST GENERAL 
MEETING
Reconnect with friends. Join interest 
groups – book clubs, cooking, exercise, 
investment, music, language, lend a 
hand, bridge and more.
Rocky River Civic Center, 
21016 Hilliard Blvd.

The citizen-powered newspaper

Share Your News, 
Photos & 

Community Events

Join with 1,300+ community 
members of all ages who 
have shared their stories, 

photos and community events 
in our community’s favorite 

newspaper and website.

The Observer is open to all Bay Village and Westlake 
residents who want to participate in sharing positive news. 

It’s fun, easy and free to become an Observer. Visit our 
website at wbvobserver.com and click on Member Center to 

sign up and be a part of this growing community project! 
Questions? Email staff@wbvobserver.com 

SPREAD THE GOOD NEWS 
IN WESTLAKE & BAY VILLAGE

UPCOMING EVENT? Promote it by advertising in the Observer
GET MORE EXPOSURE – PLUS YOU’LL HELP SUPPORT THE PRINTING OF THIS GREAT COMMUNITY RESOURCE!

Contact the Observer for ad 
details: call 440-409-0114 or 
email staff @wbvobserver.com


